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Short Date Format

® Defines Operating System Date
Display Defaults, affecting:
= File date displays
= Application date displays
= Application date processing
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Definitions

® Found in two places:

» Registry (for 32-bit programs)
= sShortDate in International Section
= Altered through the Control Panel,

Regional Settings option

» WIN.INI (for 16-bit programs)
= sShortDate entry in [Intl] Section
= Altered manually
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MM/DD/YY 2 f,&_‘g_l',!
® Will display in Excel:
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MM/DD/YYYY 2 f,&_‘g_l',!
® Will display in Windows 9x:
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® Will display in Excel:
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COTS

® Many vendors recommend
4-digit year Short Date Format
to remediate user functionality
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Programming Impact

® Applix SQL code (2-digit year):

SELECT * FROM table WHERE
TRUNC(date_1) = TRUNC(
TO_DATE('@sub(Applix_date_field)

'MM/DD/YY HH:MI:SS AM"))
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Programming Impact

® |nterpreted with "MM/DD/YY"
Short Date Format:

'10/12/99 12:31:18 PM'
'MM/DD/YY HH:MI:SS AM'

'10/12/1999 12:31:18 PM'
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Programming Impact

® |nterpreted with "MM/DD/YY"
Short Date Format:

'10/12/01 12:31:18 PM'
'MM/DD/YY HH:MI:SS AM'

'10/12/1901 12:31:18 PM'
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Programming Impact

® |nterpreted with "MM/DD/YYYY"
Short Date Format:

'10/12/1999 12:31:18 PM'
'MM/DD/YY HH:MI:SS AM'
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Programming Impact

® Applix SQL code (4-digit year):

SELECT * FROM table WHERE
TRUNC(date_1) = TRUNC(
TO_DATE('@sub(Applix_date_field)',
'MM/DD/YYYY HH:MI:SS AM")
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Programming Impact

® |nterpreted with "MM/DD/YYYY"
Short Date Format:

'10/12/2001 12:31:18 PM'
'MM/DD/YYYY HH:MI:SS AM'

'10/12/2001 12:31:18 PM'
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Programming Impact

® |nterpreted with "MM/DD/YY"
Short Date Format:

'10/12/99 12:31:18 PM'
'MM/DD/YYYY HH:MI:SS AM'

'10/12/0099 12:31:18 PM'
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Export Example

* "MM/DD/YY"

01/01/99 12/31/99 "$1,023.67 "
01/01/00 12/31/00 "$2,673.22"

e "MM/DD/YYYY"

01/01/1999 12/31/1999 "$1,023.67 "
01/01/2000 12/31/2000 "$2,673.22"
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Recommendations

® Set Short Date Format to
"mm/dd/yyyy" on ALL systems
(now)

® Be sure to change WIN.INI

® Be ready for impact
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Recommendations

® Test all applications using
"yyyy" Short Date Format

® Watch out for hidden
instances, such as
import/export results
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